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Kathryn Starnella

workplace; writing introductions in brief 
and motions; writing contracts and other 
transactional documents; and creative 
aspects of writing.

Our Mary Lathrop Trailblazer Award pre-
sentation and dinner on Friday evening 
features this year’s honoree, Patricia M. 
Jarzobski, a past president of the Colo-
rado Women’s Bar Association and of 
the Colorado Bar Association, a mentor 
to many, and a significant contributor to 
Colorado’s legal community. 

Saturday kicks off with a breakfast 
keynote from Ellen Burton, who will 
empower attendees to access their 
innate talents, such as emotional 
intelligence and strategic thinking, 
to make workplace culture more 
inclusive. Mid-morning will feature a 
panel presentation on the challenges 
of a diverse judiciary and will be led 
by Jennifer Yim, Executive Director 
of the Utah Judicial Performance 
Evaluation Commission. The panel 
will feature Judge Nicole Rodarte, 
Colorado Supreme Court Justice 
Monica Márquez, 12th Judicial District 
Judge Crista Newmyer-Olsen, and 
19th Judicial District Chief Judge 
Julie Hoskins. Lunchtime will feature 
a fireside chat with Sgt. Carla Havard 
of the Denver Police Department and 
Chandra Thomas Whitfield, Co-Host and 
Producer of Colorado Public Radio’s 
“Colorado Matters” program. They 
will explore topics such as the ways in 
which indigenous and marginalized 
communities interact with the criminal 
justice system. After lunch, attendees 
may choose from two concurrent 
sessions. One session will feature Liz 
Rita and Anne McCord of Investigations 
Law Group LLC. They will explore how 
having five generations in the workplace 
today impacts workplace complaints, 
compliance, and investigations. Another 

You Uniquely Belong at the CWBA’s 46th Convention!
Annual Business Meeting & Election Notice

The CWBA’s Annual Business Meeting 
and Passing the Gavel Celebration 
will be held during the 46th CWBA 
Convention at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
May 20, 2023, at the luxurious Park 
Hyatt Beaver Creek Resort and Spa.  
All members—especially new 
members—are welcome and 
encouraged to attend. You will not 
want to miss this fantastic weekend 
filled with inspiring, empowering, and 
educational presentations. I promise 
you will feel renewed and recharged.

During the Annual Meeting dinner, the 
2023-24 CWBA Board of Directors will 
be sworn in by Denver County Court 
Presiding Judge, the Honorable Nicole 
Rodarte. Please use the electronic 
ballot linked here to cast your vote for 
the 2023-24 Board prior to the Annual 
Meeting.

This year’s Convention theme is 
“Leading together. Uniquely united,” 
a twist on the year-long theme of “You 
Uniquely Belong.” The programming 
will focus on making change, 
celebrating differences, and working 
together as one. CWBA’s Convention 
Committee, led by Kendria Pearson 
and Sally Roller, has curated an 
intriguing lineup. 

Highlights include a Friday afternoon 
writing workshop unlike any you’ve 
previously attended. Robert Russel, 
Chief Deputy of the Denver District 
Attorney Office’s Appellate Division, 
Meg Satrom of Sheridan Ross, P.C., 
Stephanie Williams, attorney at Todd 
Collins & Associates, LLC and Angie 
Nelson, Senior Counsel at Microchip 
Technology, Inc., will focus on 
workplace writing with an emphasis on 
day-to-day communication. Participants 
may choose from among the following 
breakout sessions: the benefits and 
pitfalls of the female voice in the 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER session will feature Jon Olafson, a 
shareholder at Buchalter. He will 
discuss the ways in which the Colorado 
Rules of Professional Conduct 
require attorneys to investigate and 
understand their biases and use their 
knowledge on bias as an opportunity 
to learn and grow. Late afternoon 
will feature the popular judicial and 
transactional/corporate counsel 
roundtables. 

Sunday morning will feature a LIVE On 
What Grounds, with President-Elect 
Emma Garrison and Dr. Lisa Calderón, 
Executive Director of Emerge Colorado, 
an organization dedicated to giving 
women the tools needed to run success-
fully for elected positions. The fireside 
chat will empower attendees to use their 
voices and put themselves out there.

I am extremely grateful to the 2022-23 
Board and several rock star commit-
tee members for their hard work and 
steadfast dedication to furthering 
CWBA’s mission. I look forward to high-
lighting the board’s accomplishments 
during the Passing the Gavel celebra-
tion and in my final President’s Letter. 
Thanks, too, to this year’s Nominating 
Committee—assembled by President-
Elect Emma Garrison and chaired by 
Immediate Past President Gina Glock-
ner—for recruiting and selecting the 
proposed slate of Board members, 
officers, and committee chairs.

If you have any questions about the 
Annual Business Meeting or election, 
please contact Executive Director 
Kim Sporrer at (303) 831-1040 or 
execdir@cwba.org. Thank you for 
your membership and your unique 
contributions to this powerhouse 
organization. I look forward to seeing 
you in person at our Annual Convention 
and Passing the Gavel Celebration! 

Warmly,

Kathryn Starnella 
2022-23 President, Colorado Women’s 
Bar Association 
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2023-2024 BOARD CANDIDATESEXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

1 Pronouns are included for every person who provided them on their Board application or in their CWBA membership profile. 

PLEASE NOTE: In lieu of the Immediate Past President role given Kathryn Starnella’s appointment to the federal bench; another member will 
be appointed to the Executive Committee under the bylaws after the official Board transition at Convention. 

PRESIDENT: 
EMMA GARRISON  (she/her)
Emma Garrison is an Assistant 
Attorney General in the Tax Unit at 
the Colorado Department of Law, 
where she represents the state in 
tax disputes and advises on tax 
policy issues. Emma has held many 

leadership positions in the Colorado legal community, 
including Chair of the Colorado Bar Association Young 
Lawyers Division and Senior Vice-President of the 
Colorado Bar Association. Since joining the CWBA in 
2014, she has served as Co-Chair of the Convention, 
Membership, and Judicial Committees, and as the CWBA 
Secretary. Emma is the current host of On What Grounds, 
CWBA’s virtual leadership café. 

PRESIDENT-ELECT: 
CARIME LEE  (she/her) 
Carime Lee is a Senior Attorney at 
the Colorado Housing and Finance 
Authority (CHFA) where she advises 
the home finance business unit 
in helping make homeownership 
possible for Coloradans. Prior 

to joining CHFA, Carime practiced real estate and 
business law in Summit County.  Carime is originally from 
Colombia and has a B.A. in International Affairs from 
Florida State University. She obtain her J.D. from Ave 
Maria School of Law and has an LL.M. in Real Property 
Development Law from the University of Miami School of 
Law. Carime has served on the CWBA Board as Inclusion 
Officer, Publications Committee Co-Chair and At Large.

VICE PRESIDENT: 
REAGAN LARKIN  (she/her) 
Reagan Larkin is a partner at 
Messner Reeves LLP where she 
practices real estate and commer-
cial litigation. She currently serves 
as the CWBA Secretary. Prior to 
that, she served as a Co-Chair of 

the Programs Committee. Reagan received her J.D. from 
Washington University School of Law in St. Louis, and her 
B.S. from the University of Colorado. Reagan has been 
recognized as a Colorado Super Lawyers Rising Star 
(2016-2020) and by Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch (2023). 
In addition to the CWBA, Reagan also serves on the Legal 
Aid Foundation’s Board of Trustees and the Colorado Bar 
Association’s Real Estate Section Council.

SECRETARY: 
LAURA CRAMER-BABYCZ 
Laura Cramer-Babycz is an Assistant 
United States Attorney in the 
Cybercrime and National Security 
Section of the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
for the District of Colorado. Before 
joining the U.S. Attorney’s Office, 

Laura was a Deputy District Attorney in the Denver DA’s 
Office for three years. Prior to that she was a Litigation 
Associate at Perkins Coie LLP. Laura has also clerked for 
the Hon. Carol Bagley Amon in the U.S. District Court 
for the Eastern District of New York and the Hon. Reena 
Raggi of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. 
Laura graduated from Harvard Law School in 2012. From 
2021 to 2023, she served as a co-chair of the CWBA 
Judicial Committee. 

Meet the Candidates for your 2023-2024 Board
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2023-2024 BOARD CANDIDATESEXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

TREASURER: 
MONICA ROSENBLUTH   
(she/her)  
Monica Rosenbluth works for the 
Clean Transportation division of 
Xcel Energy, where she manages 
the electric vehicle rebate and 
charging optimization programs.  

Prior to joining Xcel, Monica practiced public finance 
and local government law for many years.  Monica has 
been active in the CWBA throughout her career and has 
previously served on the Board of Directors.  Monica also 
sits on Latin American Educational Foundation Board.  
She obtained her MBA from the University of Denver 
Daniels College of Business, her JD from the University of 
Wyoming College of Law, and her BA from the University 
of Colorado in Boulder.  Monica lives in Denver with her 
two daughters.

INCLUSION OFFICER: 
JENIPHER JONES  (she/her)
Jenipher Jones is a civil movement 
and human rights attorney. Jenipher 
is a Partner at A People’s Law Firm, 
LLC, a movement law firm based in 
Denver, Boulder, and South Dakota. 
She is also the Assistant Director 

for Community Initiatives at the Animal Activist Legal 
Defense Project (AALDP) at the University of Denver 
Sturm College of Law.

Jenipher began her career in the New Orleans office of 
the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC) and the New 
Orleans Office of the Independent Police Monitor. Her 
work challenging the system of mass incarceration has 
resulted in binding affirmative federal law regarding the 
constitutional rights of prisoners in the U.S. Jenipher 
litigates complex civil litigation cases involving the 
rights of political prisoners and incarcerated activists. 
Jenipher also Chairs the National Lawyers Guild (NLG) 
Mass Defense Committee, helps to lead the NLG’s Mass 
Incarceration Committee, and has been recognized as 
one of Denver’s 2023 40 Under 40 young professionals.

CONVENTION:  
SALLY ROLLER  (she/her)
Sally Roller leads the Title IX and 
education law practice area at 
Investigations Law Group.  She 
conducts Title IX and workplace 
investigations for various entities, 
especially K-12 schools and higher 

education institutions.  Previously, Sally has clerked 
for a judge, litigated medical malpractice actions, and 
worked at the Colorado Attorney General’s Office in K-12 
Education Unit.

Sally graduated from Boston College with a double major 
in secondary education and history as well as a minor in 
special education. She received her Master of Education 
in Moderate Special Needs from Boston College. Sally 
then graduated from Villanova University School of Law. 

MEGAN DOWNING  (she/her)
Megan Downing is a shareholder 
at Recht Kornfeld PC where she 
practices criminal defense. She is 
an experienced trial lawyer who 
represents individuals who are 
under investigation or charged 
with offenses in state, federal, and 

municipal courts. She handles every type of criminal case, 
including serious felonies, white collar investigations, 
homicides, and defending clients in Title IX actions. Prior 
to joining Recht Kornfeld in 2013, she was a trial attorney 
with the Office of the Colorado State Public Defender. 
She joined the CWBA in 2013 and has remained involved 
as a member of the convention committee. 
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2023-2024 BOARD CANDIDATESCOMMITTEE CHAIRS

JUDICIAL: 
REBECCA COHN  (she/her)
Rebecca Cohn is Head of CED Law, 
the legal arm of the Community 
Economic Defense Project, where 
she manages fifteen attorneys and 
paralegals tasked with defending 
low-income renters located through-

out Colorado against eviction and housing instability. Prior 
to her time at CED Law, Rebecca worked as a Housing 
Attorney at Bay Area Legal Services in Tampa, FL and as 
an Assistant Public Defender in Palm Beach County, FL. 
Rebecca graduated from the University of Virginia School 
of Law in 2013 and The College of William & Mary in 2008. 
In her free time, she enjoys hiking, running, and traveling.

ANDREA BRONSON  (she/her)
Andrea Bronson is a partner at 
Davis Graham & Stubbs, LLC.  Her 
practice focuses on regulatory, 
litigation and transactional counsel-
ing in environmental and natural 
resources law, with a particular fo-
cus on matters involving the Clean 

Water Act, the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act, and water rights issues.  
Andrea previously served as co-chair of the Judicial Com-
mittee and Professional Advancement Committee.  Origi-
nally from Maine, Andrea earned her BA in International  
Studies and French from Colby College.  She then 
packed up, moved west, worked in translation for awhile, 
and later earned her JD from the University of Denver. 

DIVERSITY, EQUITY  
& INCLUSION: 
AZRA TASLIMI  (she/her)
Azra Taslimi is an attorney at Rathod 
Mohamedbhai whose practice 
consists of litigating civil rights and 
employment claims on behalf of 
individuals. She began her legal 

career at the Innocence Project in New York, working 
with incarcerated individuals on exoneration through 
DNA testing. The experience helped her understand the 
criminal justice system, but more specifically exposed 
her to the shortcomings and inequities inherent in the 
process. She went on to become a Public Defender in 
New York and thereafter in Denver, working to protect 
and enforce the rights of people being shuffled through 
the system. The focus of her law career has been to 
advocate for equal justice, equal access and equal 
protection for all people, regardless of race, religion, 
gender, or other status. 

CODI COX  (she/her)
Codi Cox is an associate attorney 
at Martin Hild, P.A. Her practice 
focuses on complex construction 
litigation. Ms. Cox represents clients 
through all phases of litigation, from 
pre-dispute contract preparation/
review, risk management, claims 

development, alternative dispute resolution, and 
litigation. Prior to joining Martin Hild, P.A., Codi spent 
a year in France studying at the University of Dauphine 
Paris and earned an LLM in International Business law. 
She obtained her law degree from Saint Louis University 
and holds a master’s in business administration from 
Regis University. Codi is actively involved in several bar 
association and professional/community organizations. Cast Your Vote!

We are using an electronic ballot this year. 
You may easily vote using the

electronic Google doc linked here.

Please do so by Wednesday, May 17, 2023.
The Annual Business Meeting will be held on 

Saturday, May 20, at 7 p.m. 
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2023-2024 BOARD CANDIDATESCOMMITTEE CHAIRS

SARA MAEGLIN  (she/her)
Sara Maeglin is a Senior Associate 
at Lowrey Parady Lebsack, LLC, a 
law firm specializing in plaintiff-side 
employment law. Since graduating 
law school, Sara has focused her 
career on the protection and 
advancement of workers. Sara is 

an active member of the Plaintiff Employment Lawyers 
Association, where she previously served as its President 
and a Board Member. Sara graduated from the University 
of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree before going on to law school at the University of 
Colorado.

KARIN B. WILLIAMSON   
(she/her)
Karin B. Williamson is a partner at 
Childs McCune, LLC defending 
licensed professionals in 
malpractice lawsuits and before 
regulatory boards and defending 
businesses in complex civil 

litigation. For nearly 10 years as Public Defender in 
Denver, Karin specialized in defending sexual crimes 
and the mentally ill.  Her vast trial experience in both 
criminal and civil defense affords her clients holistic 
representation.

As the eldest daughter of immigrant parents, Karin 
appreciates the richness and challenges of growing 
up in a multi-cultural and multi-lingual community. She 
and her husband are balancing two legal careers while 
raising two strong-willed mini-mes in their diverse Park 
Hill community.

JUDICIAL: 
RACHEL BURKHART  (she/her)
Rachel Burkhart has substantial 
experience litigating complex 
construction, real estate, and 
financial disputes. She also regularly 
provides advice on contract 
negotiations, development, land 

use, planning, and dispute avoidance. Rachel has 
been involved in a wide range of public and private 
projects, including conventional and alternative energy 
generation, electrical transmission and distribution, 
water and wastewater infrastructure, deep tunnels, sports 
facilities, hotels and mixed-use resorts, and commercial 
buildings. She has worked with owners, developers, 
designers, contractors, subcontractors, and suppliers, 
affording her with unique insights into the objectives of 
all parties involved in a construction project.  

MEMBERSHIP: 
SYLVIA B. GEIGER  (she/her)
Sylvia Geiger is a solo practitioner, 
primarily working as a Guardian ad 
Litem for Dependency and Neglect 
cases.  She previously worked as 
an Assistant District Attorney in 
Wisconsin as well as took conflict 

cases from the Public Defender’s Office.  In her free time, 
she enjoys road trips with her family, sewing, and playing 
board games.   

Cast Your Vote!
We are using an electronic ballot this year. 

You may easily vote using the
electronic Google doc linked here.

Please do so by Wednesday, May 17, 2023.
The Annual Business Meeting will be held on 

Saturday, May 20, 2023, at 7 p.m. at the  
Park Hyatt Beaver Creek Resort & Spa.
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PROGRAMS: 
KENDRIA PEARSON (she/her)
Kendria Pearson is a shareholder at 
Sheridan Ross P.C., an intellectual 
property boutique, and is the lead 
attorney and practice group leader 
of the firm’s Mechanical Patent 
group. Kendria has worked with 

the firm since graduating from law school.  A registered 
patent attorney with a bachelor’s and master’s degree 
in aerospace engineering, her practice focuses on all 
aspects of intellectual property from counseling clients 
on general intellectual property protection to drafting 
utility and design patent applications, combatting 
counterfeit and knock-off products, drafting license 
agreements, and enforcing clients’ patents or trademarks 
in court. During her undergrad, she completed a year-
long work-study abroad opportunity in Regensburg, 
Germany.

MEAGAN MOODIE (she/her)
Meagan Moodie is a Founding 
Partner of Gebhardt Emerson 
Moodie Bonanno (“GEM Family 
Law”), specializing in a diverse 
range of family law matters as 
an attorney, mediator, CFI, and 
PCDM. Meagan opened her solo 

firm in 2014 and joined forces in 2018 to create GEM 
Family Law, an all women-owned law firm. She now 
lives in southeast Denver with her husband, their two 
pups, and their son. Meagan has been recognized as a 
Colorado Super Lawyer, Rising Star, and Best Lawyers in 
America. GEM Family Law has been recognized by Best 
Law Firms in America, ColoradoBiz magazine, and the 
Denver Business Journal for numerous awards including 
Top Women Owned Business and Fastest Going Small 
Business. Meagan specializes in helping survivors of 
domestic violence in their family law cases, as well as 
other difficult issues such as relocation, substance abuse, 
and child abuse. Meagan has served as a chair of the 
Public Policy Committee and Mentorship Committee 
of the CWBA and is excited to now join the Programs 
Committee. 

PROFESSIONAL  
ADVANCEMENT: 
MAGISTRATE  
CHRISTINE WASHBURN  
(she/her) 
Hon. Christine Washburn serves as 
a Denver County Court magistrate 
and owns a private law firm, the 

Law Office of Christine A. Washburn, LLC.  Her private 
practice consists of family law, civil litigation, and criminal 
defense cases.  Prior to starting her firm, Christine 
spent 23 years as a prosecutor with the Denver District 
Attorney’s Office.  In addition to the CWBA, Christine is 
a member of the APABA, SABA, CHBA, LGBT Bar, SCBA, 
W.O.L.F., CBA, and ACBA.  Christine graduated from the 
University of Colorado at Boulder with a BA in Political 
Science in 1995 and a JD in 1998.  

STEPHANIE WILLIAMS (she/her)
Stephanie Williams is an attorney 
at Todd Collins & Associates, LLC, 
practicing primarily civil litigation, 
family law, and probate.  Prior to 
moving to Colorado in December 
2021, Stephanie practiced law for 
several years in Alabama, Arkansas, 

and Tennessee before taking time off of practice to 
teach a variety of writing classes at several colleges and 
universities. She received her Juris Doctorate and Master 
of Business Administration from Samford University 
Cumberland School of Law in 2002.  In addition to the 
CWBA, Stephanie is a member of the Minoru Yasui 
American Inn of Court and serves on the Executive 
Council for the Colorado Bar Association’s Litigation 
Section.
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PUBLICATIONS  
& HISTORY: 
JUSTINE PIERCE  (she/her)
Justine Pierce is a Senior Assistant 
Attorney General in the Health Care 
Unit at the Colorado Department 
of Law, where she represents the 
Colorado Department of Health 

Care Policy and Financing and the Colorado Department 
of Public Health and Environment. Justine has worked at 
the Colorado Department of Law for the majority of her 
career, interrupted only by a three-year stint in Singapore, 
where she worked as Assistant Vice President of Global 
Legal for Fullerton Health and served on the board of 
directors of an association dedicated to the professional 
advancement of women. Justine has participated on the 
Publications Committee for several years, and serves as 
the current co-chair.

LYNN NOESNER   (she/her)
Lynn Noesner is a Lead Deputy 
State Public Defender in the 
Appellate Division.  In that capacity, 
she works to protect the state and 
federal constitutions and ensure 
that her indigent clients receive 
fair process in the criminal system.  

Lynn received her law degree from the University of 
Denver Sturm College of Law and her Bachelor of Arts 
in English and Women’s Studies from Colgate University.   
In her free time, Lynn enjoys yoga and hanging out with 
her ornery six-year old daughter.

MIKAYLA SHEARER   (she/they)
Mikayla Shearer is an owner of an 
independent bookstore “Hooked 
on Books” located in Colorado 
Springs. In addition to running a 
bookstore she is a Senior Attorney 
at Burnham Law, P.C. Mikayla 
focuses her practice in the area 

of family law where she believes she can make the 
biggest impact with her skillset. Promoting access to 
justice is incredibly important to Mikayla, and she is 
passionate about taking on pro bono opportunities and 
participating in legal clinics in her community. Mikayla is 
a first generation college graduate, and proud mother of 
two special needs children. This will be Mikayla’s second 
year serving on the CWBA board. 

PUBLIC POLICY: 
ARIANA BUSBY  (she/her)
Ariana Busby is the founder of 
Busby Law Group, practicing civil 
litigation, administrative, and 
regulatory law in variety of practice 
areas including public entity, health 
care, professional liability, premises 

liability, insurance coverage, and campaign finance. 
Ariana’s government and policy background includes 
serving as the Director of the Mental Health Boards with 
the Colorado Department of Regulatory Agencies. She 
also previously served as Chief of Staff for the Colorado 
State Senate, after working her way up the ranks from a 
Policy Intern to Policy Analyst and then Policy Director. 

CHELSEA AUGELLI  (she/her)
Chelsea Augelli is a shareholder at 
Wells Family Law, P.C. and focuses 
exclusively on family law matters. 
Originally from Colorado, Chelsea 
attended the University of Denver 
for her undergraduate degree 
and subsequently attended law 

school at the University of Denver Sturm College of 
Law.  Chelsea has been recognized for her breadth of 
experience as a young lawyer and was selected as a 
Colorado Super Lawyers Rising Star for 2022 and 2023, 
and recently became a shareholder at her firm. Chelsea 
joined the CWBA as a law student and has been actively 
involved as a committee member on the Public Policy 
since that time and a board member and Co-Chair of 
the Publications Committee since 2022. Chelsea enjoys 
yoga and pilates, watching Colorado Avalanche hockey, 
cooking, live music, and learning about wine.
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2023-2024 BOARD CANDIDATESCOMMITTEE CHAIRS

AT-LARGE 
REPRESENTATIVE:  
HON. REBEKAH WATADA   
(she/her) 
Judge Rebekah Watada was 
appointed to the Westminster 
Municipal Court in October 2021 and 
to the Aurora Municipal Court as a 

Relief Judge in January 2021. She attended Emory University 
and graduated from the University of Colorado at Boulder. 
She received her J.D. from the University of Denver. Prior to 
becoming a judicial officer, Judge Watada was a litigation 
attorney handling complex civil, criminal, and administrative 
matters. She was a Senior Deputy District Attorney in Denver, 
as well as Weld County, a Senior Assistant City Attorney for 
the City and County of Denver, and a Senior trial attorney 
in a boutique construction defect law firm. Her CWBA 
Board Service began in 2021, as co-chair of the Programs 
Committee. As an active member of the CWBA since 2015, 
she has served on the Judicial and Programs Committees. 
She is also a member of the Colorado and Denver Bar 
Associations, the 1st Judicial District Bar Association, 
the Adams/Broomfield Bar Association, the Asian Pacific 
American Bar Association (APABA), and the Colorado 
Municipal Judges Association. 

46th Annual  
CWBA Convention
May 19-21, 2023 

REGISTER NOW

SONIA RUSSO  (she/her)
Sonia Russo is an Assistant 
Attorney General at the Colorado 
Department of Law, where she 
serves in the Criminal Appeals 
Section and previously prosecuted 
healthcare fraud and elder abuse 
and neglect. She clerked twice at 

the New Mexico Court of Appeals and at U.S. District 
Court for the District of New Mexico. Prior to clerking, 
Sonia prosecuted violent felonies at the Second Judicial 
District Attorney’s office in Albuquerque, NM, and 
was a litigation associate at Modrall Sperling, also in 
Albuquerque. 

Sonia is a proud alumna of Brown University and Boston 
College Law School. Among other honors from the 
ABA, Sonia was recognized on the ABA’s 2021 On the 
Rise Top 40 Young Lawyers list. Sonia was also a 2023 
finalist for the CLI Inclusiveness@Work Award in the 
young professional category, and she has been a Law 
School Yes We Can mentor. Her interests include going 
on adventures with her adopted shelter dog, Milo, travel, 
and performing and visual arts.
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The board composition 
also includes additional 
appointed representatives 
from the following 
organizations: 

• CWBA Chapters: Boulder, El Paso, 
Larimer, Mountain, Pueblo, and Weld

• Asian Pacific American Bar  
Association of Colorado

• Colorado Lesbian Gay Bisexual & 
Transgender Bar Association

• Colorado Hispanic Bar Association

• Sam Cary Bar Association

• South Asian Bar Association of 
Colorado

• Law Students from University of 
Colorado Law School and University 
of Denver Sturm College of Law

COLORADO BAR 
ASSOCIATION BOARD 
OF GOVERNOR’S 
REPRESENTATIVE: 
HON. JACLYN CASEY BROWN 
(she/her) 
Judge Jaclyn Casey Brown was 

appointed to the Colorado Court of Appeals in June 
2019.  From 2016 - 2019, she served as a District Court 
Judge in the 17th Judicial District, handling domestic 
relations and civil matters.  Previously, Judge Brown was 
a litigation partner at Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie LLP, 
where she practiced complex commercial litigation, real 
estate and construction litigation, and eminent domain.  
She obtained her law degree from Washington University 
School of Law in St. Louis and her bachelor’s degree from 
the University of Colorado at Boulder.  She is actively 
involved in several bar associations and professional/
community organizations.  

CENTER FOR LEGAL 
INCLUSIVENESS: 
JENNIFER COLLINS
Jennifer Collins is a Deputy General 
Counsel at Denver Public Schools.  
She is a board member of the 
Center for Legal Inclusiveness.  
Jennifer is a proud alumna of 

Dartmouth College, Duke University and Howard 
University School of Law.  She also serves as a board 
member of CIRCLE, a nonprofit organization that works 
with schools, nonprofits, and businesses to address 
systemic inequity and interpersonal inclusiveness.  A 
Denver native, Jennifer has documented numerous hours 
of community service to the Denver community as a 
member of The Links Incorporated, Denver (CO) Chapter, 
a volunteer service organization of women.      

Cast Your Vote!
We are using an electronic ballot this year. 

You may easily vote using the
electronic Google doc linked here.

Please do so by Wednesday, May 17, 2023.
The Annual Business Meeting will be held on 

Saturday, May 20, at 7 p.m. 

10 || Spring 2023 Special Slate Edition ||  The Advocate
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THANK YOU
2022-23 BOARD MEMBERS

President  Kathryn Starnella

President-Elect  Emma Garrison

Vice President  Alison Connaughty

Secretary  Reagan Larkin

Treasurer  Monica Rosenbluth

Inclusion Officer  Carime Lee

Immediate Past President  Gina Glockner

Convention   
Kendria Pearson 
Sally Roller

Diversity, Equity & Inclusion 
Jenipher Bonino 
Azra Taslimi

History    
Laura Ratcliffe 
Rhoda Pilmer

Judicial  
Laura Cramer-Babycz 
Andrea Bronson  
Mikayla Shearer

Legal Services   
Deborah Yim 
Dawn Gould

Membership  
Hannah Seigel Proff 
Sylvia Geiger

Ad Hoc – Mentorship   
Whitney Travis-Kelly 
Karin Williamson

Professional Advancement 
Hon. Christine Washburn  
Hon. Colleen Clark

Programs 
Hon. Rebekah Watada 
Natalie Petrucci

Publications 
Chelsea Augelli 
Justine Pierce

Public Policy 
Ariana Busby  
Meagan Moodie 
Ellen Trachman

At-Large 
Hon. Susan Blanco 
Sonia Russo

CBA BOG  Hon. Jaclyn Brown

Center for Legal Inclusiveness  Jennifer Collins

Colorado Lawyers Committee   Deborah Yim

Boulder Chapter  Michelle Rafik 

El Paso Chapter  Kayla Beckler

Larimer Chapter  Anda Stephenson

Mountain Chapter  Tessa DeVault

Pueblo Chapter  Rebecca “Becky” Briggs

Weld Chapter  Kathryn “Kathy” Heffron

APABA-CO rep  Sarah “Nicki” Cerasoli

CO LGBT Bar rep  Kyriaki “Kiki” Council

CHBA rep  Hon. Teri Vasquez

Sam Cary Bar rep  Allison Gambill

SABA-CO rep   
Harshwinder “Harshy” Kaur Badhesha

CU Law School  
Danielle Edwards 
Alison Noon McMahon

DU Law School 
Isabella Dietrich 
Sarah Jean Rodger

CWBA Executive Director  Kim M. Sporrer, APR
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P.O. Box 1918
Denver, CO 80201

cwba.org/convention

REGISTER FOR CONVENTION NOW

We encourage you to join us for our 

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
Saturday, May 20, 2023, at 7 p.m. at the 
Park Hyatt Beaver Creek Resort & Spa

https://www.cwba.org/Convention/
http://www.twitter.com/ColoWomensBar
https://www.facebook.com/ColoradoWomensBarAssociation
https://www.linkedin.com/company/colorado-womens-bar-association/
https://www.cwba.org/event-4105064
https://www.cwba.org/event-5191352
http://www.cwba.org
https://www.instagram.com/cowomensbarassn/

